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The three instrumentalities of linear articulation, of spatial
zoning and of functional spotting are the fundamentals of town
and country planning.
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT AND THE PHYSICAL EMBODIMENT.
Only the neighbourhood unit can be dealt with. Space forbids
the investigation of the industrial, the business-district and the
purely recreational unit. Their treatment must be reserved for
another occasion. But the neighbourhood unit is a microcosm
reflecting features of all the other types. It is, therefore, par-
ticularly suitable as a representative example. It has been sug-
gested that the dwelling-house is the focus of modern life and
as such it is now more important than other buildings. While
it is certainly true that housing problems have assumed a promi-
nent place in the hierarchy of human needs, and while it is
likewise true that modern architecture has achieved its greatest
results in this field, it would be misleading to regard the dwelling-
house and the neighbourhood unit as the primary exponents of
a new pattern of living. We should merely repeat the old
mistake of overrating one single function at the expense of the
others, thus destroying the dynamic equilibrium which must
exist between housing and working, recreating and distributing.
The whole, the aggregate of all districts together, in brief
the community, provides the technical system of public utility
services such as electricity, gas, water, roads, etc., and the frame-
work of communal services, i.e. the organisation of libraries, of
exhibitions, of communal centres, of schools, etc. The unit
provides the transformers and receivers through which this
general system of services is being adapted to the needs of the
daily consumers. In its turn it creates the environment within
which social relationship can be cultivated* Here the seed of
community feeling can be sown and nursed while the apparatus
of the administration furnishes the instruments for the smooth
working of the system of the local society as a whole. It is the
same division of pursuits as in a huge industrial combine: central
management and decentralised achievements. And in both cases
the capacity of the individual unit must be distinct, ie. number
of people, age groups, family composition, professional structure
must result in a clearly defined social structure which determines,
in its turn, the character and number of the various requirements
embodied in the form of housing, educational, recreational and
other facilities.
The neighbourhood unit is a mononucleated social compound.
On what nucleus is it to be focused ? This question implies the
further problem as to what is the new pattern of living we are